<l
2 .far ]
< =\ f
.p_ AR u
4 1

e F i e

'Arxiu General de la Diputacié de Barcelona. Biblioteca



Arxiu General de la Diputacio de Barcelona: Biblioteca




MANCOMUNITAT
DE CAITATUINY &

TS s

e

SOCIETAT DE LES NACIONS
Primera conferéncia general de
comunicacions i de transports

: BARCELONA, 10 DE MARG DE 1921

’ o
Pons

Q. ;1;3.%?

Arxiu General de la Diputacié de Barcelona. Biblioteca




IMPREMTA DE LA CASA DE CARITAT : MONTAI EGRE, 5

Arxiu General de la Diputacio de Barcelona. Biblioteca




2

.=

{

E PALAIS DU GENERALAT

nt de cet édifice qui, ¢

ion Provinciale de I

®Euvre

a la fois les splendeur

xv siécle et les premiéres auréoles de la

Ce qui caractérise rdonnance de ce

11l ne fut point construit suivant un

f, mais qu'il fut le résu

‘ration de maisons

cessive d'une

été  dé vinrent amplifier le

euble de la Déput:

talogne (ou Commission permanente de ses

Cortes fut un modeste

CC I]"IlJ-‘:

ayant sa fagade sur la rue St. Honorat d’'on elle 1

entiérement disparu. Cette humble

naire du vieux quartier Juif, j

Députation ou Généralat, lors de

enclavée.

ce quartier (Call), dans lequel elle se trouvait
Nos a :

étres avaient une ute \'--!n_'t']‘.li‘-n de

voulurent que

leurs fonctions gouverner
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son art, de l'im-

vison du Généralat fat digne, p:
e de 11

premié

stitution gu'elle abritait.

ser fut le

ceuvre qu'on décida de c

1e portail qu'on peut admirer aujourd’hui

dans la rue del Obispo, portail qui constitue
merveilles de l'architecture médi Le

de

document, daté de 1416, qui relate la dé

est intér

ce por

nt & reproduire:

«Cor mur de cléture du

v

nous avi

jardin ainsi que le portai

ruine en

t ses séan

notre Députation ti

raison de leur ancienneté et de leur état de décrépi=

tude et qu'il est absolument nécessaire de les démolir,

il faudra construire un autre mur et un autre portail

de le faire, c'est- I-'\]ilr‘

comme on a déja comm

exigences et plutdét somptueuse-
elle

s'exercent des actes publics de l'importance et de la

€N rapport

tre de la maison dans laq

ment, vu le c:

notoriété de ceux du Généralat En raison de cela,

de Mataro, entiére confiance

nous avons, Mr. Galcer

en vos connais: nalités et, comme Rég

des Finances dudit Généralat, nous ordor

toutes sommes utiles 4 la continuation de la cons-

truction du mur de cloture et du portail ainsi qu'aux

sculptures que vous ajouterez a cet ouvrage vous soient

comptées; vous pourrez en faire emploi pour les salaires

des maitres magons qui construiront le mur et le

ont les

portail et pour rér srer les sculpteurs qui f

HL‘ui})turu;R. mascarons, grotesques, uilles, etc 2eeT

I

dessus du por

atue de Saint Georges a cheval qui se |

ail comme aussi les feuillages et la

poOse
\lement,
‘achat du fer

des images pelées a embellir les o

VOous pourrez employer cet argent a 1




levant servir aux grilles que nous avons

fixer devant portail

fin d’empécher les

pénét dans le jardin.

e Sieur Mars Cafont diri les travaux con

maitre d'ceuvres.

Les sculptures sont dues au

d Pierre Johan:

de lui est la statue de St. Georges et le cac

que qui 'entoure. Pierre Johan s’était eng
ce cadre pour le prix de ro florins; mais, quand I

51 admirat

[‘l"i-l:l:!liilll vit cette ceuvre, elle la trouwv:

qu’elle lui ver 20 florins, soit le double de ce

avait été convenu.

ment du superbe

ions furent aj

intérieure. Le vieux jardin fut

escalier fut remj

en patio (cour) et 1

celui, si élégant, que no

voyons encore

Les arcades fur construites plus ta

lerie ute, on posa de remarquables

anes, réunies
chapelle de St. Geor-

celle-ci était

En 1432, les Cours cat

construction de la

s. Deux années

Cette remarquable et somptueuse partie

accuse un changement d'orient

5 lignes encore rigi

celle-ci passant d

nt d ratif de

oration de la chapelle de

s de I'époque,

les meilleurs tisseurs Florence, les

Barcelona et

.’I'I'I\-:ll"\l'l'5 de Bourgogne,
1

manuscrits. \ cette

les enlimineurs de

agrandissement du Pa-

époque comme

lais par l'acquisition de maisons contigiies. Ensuite,
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malheureuse pour la Catal

guerre de Jean II) durant

Viana,

s I'édifice.

: il ne se fit que peu de chose dar

salles

truction d

proposa la c

ur des Orar ceuvre qui débuta

toire, p: uliére-

par la Salle Dorée ou Petit Con

fond.

marquable p:

n de la Cour des

on nivela une

s acheté

donne

Con-

m prit
des
>nurie de maitres d'ceuvres
[La Salle Neuve

le dé ;

fit la dé

a Ren

C le la Ga-

ines furent

Plus tard, les maisons w

randir 1'édifice et, de cette facon,

t construire le ce : donnant

. Eulalie et vers la rue de 1’ |."_\'l-."lllt'_
\.I_ .cx

sur

aucun intérét architectur

ta la faca

le qui dom

wce St. Jacques, ceuvre du maitre Pierre Blay,

lle Neuve

urd’hui

architecte et la Ch: auj

Salle St.

Peu de jours aprés avoir commencé cette ceuvre,

I'entour: du Lieutenant

int 1e  causée

I'ordre roval de suspendre la construction

(1597). On dis s que les travaux commencés




convertir

envoyérent une amba

ir entendu les ambassadeurs,

donne l'autorisation de conti

les travaux q

poursu
Pl
exécutés. On arriva au temps d

|iE1E\|- IV et Phil

ent pendant le premier quart du xviIr s

e

des travaux insignifiar

berté et

été
fut
combles,

divisér

fermés et de es vinrent trouer

et parfois les cloisons,

nouveaux corps de ba

'—'-';l]':.-m-.'-l'l-l'.-[ aux ‘:i]('jl_'11'~_ s54ans, 1||11-‘.:'i::5.~&_ s5e SO0U(

ceux-ci, comme une chose m

struense et tout |

fice se mua en une chose morte et informe.

1 s années on
édifice. La

la Députation Générale et les Cours de la Ca

Dans ces derniér

autonome se réunissent aujour
I’ Assemb

joignent en quelque so

le Conseil et

ommunauté, institutions

les souwvenirs glorieux d

passé aux aspirations de l'avenir.

MANCOMMUNAUTE DE CATALOGNE

La longue campag

ne entreprise par la

pour son

wutonomie obtint un premier résultat

décret royal du 18 décembre 1913, décret p
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Gouvernement présidé par Mr. Dato, autorisa la

omt vinciales, estimant

unautés g

nt implicitement nises par les

[La Catalogne, dont le sent

retard de

rande puissance, profita s

ation, et, en te du 6 il 1914, il se cr

mmunauté de Catalogne, c

ymprenant les quatre

ations administrant les provinces

lement deux fi par an. Le

iprend g conseillers

de la Mancommunauté; i

mblée, ct

par semali

mme on le i

une institution de caractére administ

f. \

s la regardent

Nonobstant ce caractére, Catalan

iutonomie et c«

comine un l‘]':'illi('l' aS VEIs

repreés

n de leur unité spirituelle. Leur

un instrum

Tisme a

ion du pays, d

tion & ions et nécessités. Dans

7 années de son existance, la Mancommunauté :

Catalogne un cadre de fonctionnaires et de spécialistes

remarquables. La Catalo a, aujourd’hui, un centre

qui veille activement aux intéré

suprémes de son
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intellectualité (Institut d'Etudes catalanes), un en-

semble trés complet d’enseignement technique profes-

sionnel (Université industrielle et Ecoles locales in
elles), divers® organes consact

dustr de

ole

aux prog

I"Agriculture (Ecole supérieure d’Agriculture,

Zootechnie et Champs de culty

expérimentale),

quantité d’institutions d'ensei féminin

oles de bibliothécaires, d'infix

de Coupe},

mercantile de Hautes
les loc

1 du |>:|1|'i|!}

un

dont il

et

sure

un Bureau

(Service de Cor

qui re institutions du droit local et pre

son évoluti

I

tout un systéme de cours monogra

phiques, de conférences rticuliéres

pour professeur

ruraux et d

petits cou s publications de textes

1tion scien

scolaires, ¢ bibliothéques divu
fique et littéraire.
A I’époque ot se fonda la Mancommunauté, il n’exis-

e; la Mancommunauté

tait point de carte de la Catalo;
1

rit aussitot de doter les Catalans de cet élément

primordial de civilisation.

En 7 ans, la Mancommunauté a construit de nom-

breuses ceuvres publiques et en a de nombreuses en

cours de construction; elle a construit et a en cours

dans

de constructic

bibliothéq

popul:

les principales localités. En outre, la mmunauté

a établi un réseau téléphonique trés étendu reliant

s villes de la

entre elles presque toutes 1talogne.
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THE FPALACE OF THE GENERALITY

Mr. Puig i Cadafalch and Mr. J. Miret i Sans, in

treaty The Pal

of the Gene

al Diputation

this edifice, where now-
of Barcelona and the

wve their offices,

is the finest work of civil architecture of Bar-

celona. Adorned with the 1

splendours of ‘the gothic

k

d with irst glories of

':'l"”;“-!-_

sance

The characteristic part of the composi

ccord

that it was not constructed

n, but was the result of the succ

sive

an lomeration of houses, which,

being destroyed came to enlarge the original

the edifice of the General Diputation of

(that is to say t permanent session of its
courts) was a humble building the front of which was
in the calle San Honorato, from it has not entirely

ared. That humble house, which was former-

ient Jews' quarter, had come into possession

of the Diputation or Generality by the extinction of
1 £

the ancient jewish part of the town where it was si

tuated.

Our forefathers had a very elevated conception of
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the functions of government, and wished the house
of the Generality to be worthy by its artistic value of

1

which deelt therein.

L

1portance of the institutic

The first work that was decided 1

1 still be seen in

ficent gate which

Obispo and whicl

of medival

necessary for the the plot of

ion,

of our Dipt

ground where we exercise the o

which wall and gate by their an

iquity and

d and

threaten ruin and should be destre

wall and gate put up in their place,
said plot of ground after

works have been be

L0 carry out a

sumptious work of art, orde
house where such notable acts are be
magnitude as are the acts of our

n

gin your industrious efficien

ran de Mataro, comptroller of the treasury of said

generality, should receive from said generality all
quantities of money to beable to continue the work
of the wall :

be in said work, and said quantities thus received by

1at will

well as of the image

T

ies for

ma

you should be converted in
id wall :

images

who will make s:

e and for the .-il‘il]‘t\{lﬂ'h'

who will make t 1 gargoyles also the

on horseback, which will be

image of Saint Geory

above gate, and other alle t we have orders

to be placed on said images and wall to embellish

same, as well as f

r the purchase of iron and payment

Arxiu General de la Diputacié de Barcelona. Biblioteca




Lgis

for same for grills ch we likewise have ordered to
be made before said gate so that it may be seen that
horses may not enter in said plot of ground.»

The work w

15 directed by Master Marcos Zaf
The sculptures were carried out by the great Pe

tiful frame which encloses the image and the Xam-

an. The image of Saint George is by him, the bean

brana (ornament) placed round said image. Pedro

Juan had engaged to make said Xambrana for the

of 1o florins. But the diputation found the
sculptur’s work so admirable that he was given 20

florins the double quantity of the stipulated.

‘ontispiece made, the works of refor-

matior rning of t interior were slowly

carried out. old plot groun ame a court-

vard and the old staircase was changed into the
3 g

elegant stairway is still to be seen now

the high gallery

The porches were constructed and in

the notable g

3 5 Were PE:'[{.'(. .
In 1432 the Catalan Corts, assembled in Barcelona
)

decided upon the construction of the Chapel of Saint

George. Two years ‘ater this part of the notable

¥ building was finished; there a change in the ienta-

tion in the architecture may be ob ed, passind

“ from the rigid lines, still roman:c, of the 14th. century

to the agility and taste of the new period. The m

notable artists of the epoc worked on the ornam

tation of the Chapel of Saint Geo

;; the best tapistry
weavers of Florence. The embroiderers of Burgundy,

the silversmiths of Barcelona, the illuminators of

scriptures, etc. period the palace began also

to be enlarged ough the pu ses of adjoining

houses.
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time

of the Prince

1y little was done to the b ing during

In 1514 the constructi

out

amber or

notable for the decoration

the w

OTKS

istory Hall and adjoin-

were com work essed

on account of the scar S01S

and c:

etc. The

endidly

decorated in the character

lel.';.‘\:'lll\'l_'.

At the same time the de
d out.

houses were continuously being bought

gallery

was being c:

Adjoi

up and thus in 1620

looks &
out on the lle del Obispo

ould be

is a poor one from
tural point of view.

the end of the 16th. ce r the front look-

juare of San nned

which work is by master Pedro Blay, a famous arcl

tect; the new ch

pel, nowac 1all of Saint George
was also planned.

A few days after the worl

been begun, an in-

1e caunsed by those who were in touch with the
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Lord lieuter was the motive of a royal order to

stop the edi said that

ication (1597). It was

the works commenced

were in reality

of fortifications that would make the palace

‘tress. The deputies then sent an embassy

[T who aftér having heard the deputies

gave his c sent for the continuation of the works which

went on during the fi
Af

carried out. The peric

quarter of the 17th. century.

that «

only mediocre work was being

of the wars of Philip IV
and ]Iiljll.'i:l V had come.
After the v

Catalonia

lost its liberty.

ccession the yutation of

ssed

1pp1 the place was converted

into the
dafalch

by screex

Audience H: Miret and Puig

halls were div

«The sumptious

hollow ceilings, t : halls divided

by walls, windows out of place are pl

d to the

the walls,
for-

ce

1d
Id on

new buildings are j

ming any unis

becomes & nsible thi

During antique and m:

cent building has been restored. Where formerly the

general diputation and the parliament of indepen-
‘*J

' dent Catalonia

met, the Assembly 1 Council

of the Manc

wnidad meet nowadays. These ins-

{itutions

nite to a.certain extent the glorious memo-

ries of the past with the hopes of the future.

THE MANCOMUNIDAD OF CATALONIA

The long fight for self-government of Catalonia
received a first reality with the royal decree of De-

1. 1913 by whicl

cember 1f 1 the Government, presided
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by Don Eduardo Dato authons the formation of

wincial governments icomunidades) considering

that same were permitted by the actual laws.

1lonia where the senling of self-government pos-

strength, availed itself at once of this
ion and on April 6th. 1914 the Mancomunidad 5

of Catalonia was constituted, formed

by the four

diputatic which governed the territoires into which

th
munidad of Catalonia is therefore

e old principality had been divided. The Manc

of union or

federation of the four catalan prc Barcelona, :
Tarragona, Lerida and Gerona.
The organs of the Mancomunidad are twofol
The Assembly and the permanent Coung
sembly is composed by the totality of the provinc
deputies of Cat ia, 9b number and meets gene-
rally twice yearly. The Counc by the
Assembly and is composed of ¢ councillers. This
Council exercises the Government of the Mancomu-
nidad and meets normally bnce every week.
As may be seen, the Mancomunidad is an institu-
ion of an essentially administrative character. The
Catalan people look upon it nevertheless as a first ?
step towards self-government and a representation of |'T

their spiritual entity. Their patriotism has converted

it in an instrument capable of commenci e work

ng the

of Restoration of the country and of fulfil
rs of 4

its functions, the Mancomunidad has created in Ca-

longings and necessities. Duri the seven vye

talonia a notable picture of functionaries and specialists.
Catalonia has nowadays a center that watches over

the supreme interests of culture (Instituto de Estudis

Catalans) a complete system of techmical and pro-
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fessional teaching (Industrial University and locs

ial Schools), div ins dedicated to

Indust

nomical progress (Superior School of Agriculture)

1 Technical Agricultural service, Zoo-technical

and Experimer lands), a number of institutions

ion of feminine Education (Schools

5 for the specialis

for Librari sick-nurses, dressmakers, etc.), cent

or School of Com-

.
for mercantile apprentiship (Supc

-al commercial schools), a service de-

ll‘lJl‘!_L[i(‘.l] treasures,

rvatton of

(service of Con
dedicated to the collection of

of self-government

Studies), a whole

eutic studies, con

rstem of monog

Sy

prope
rural tea

‘hing, publishing

ferences for sch

scien-

of school texts, libr

u iil'.‘. erc.

tific and lite

At the time of the founding of the Mancomt d
there was no geographical map of Catalonia in existence
The Mancc i underte once to to tl

v civilisation.

ment of prims

n people this e

® In seven years the Mancomunidad has real

T

1011.

f several public works and has many in c

il towns

public libraries have been
vblished. A cor

[!_'Fn']\]i\'-‘ﬂl' net has be extended thus l-lzlli:

In the pri

about to be es lete

established or

into

communication with one another realy all towns

and ville of Catalonia.
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PLAN DU SECOND

PLAN OF SECOND
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de Section

Members

of Section

T 48

Mr. Commert

26
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Jurnalists
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